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that case. The NAACP continues their 
work on eliminating racial injustice. It 
continues to act as a watchdog to pro-
tect the civil rights of all people, and it 
educates the public about civil rights 
so that future generations will know 
that tolerance and equality are the 
norm rather than the exception. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 
NAACP and its people on 100 years of 
service to our great country, and I wish 
them another successful century of 
service. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 13 minutes re-
maining. The gentleman from Georgia 
has 41⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I will yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Illinois, the honorable 
DANNY DAVIS. 

b 1800 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Georgia for yielding, and I also want to 
commend the gentleman from Texas, 
Representative GREEN, for his intro-
duction of this resolution. 

I rise to be in agreement with all of 
those who have edified the examples of 
tremendous leadership provided by the 
NAACP. 

On a personal note, though, I want to 
commend my wife, Vera, who is the 
chairman of our local Westside Branch 
NAACP, and Mr. Karl Brinson, who is 
the president. They do outstanding 
work and have continued to do so. I 
also want to commend Hilary Shelton 
for the tremendous job that he has 
done over the years keeping us in-
formed. 

And so I commend the NAACP on its 
100th anniversary. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would yield 1 minute at this time 
to the honorable gentleman from the 
State of Virginia, Mr. TOM PERRIELLO. 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the NAACP as it celebrates its 
centennial. 

Since its founding in 1909, the 
NAACP has been a tireless crusader 
against racial discrimination, and it 
has continuously called our great Na-
tion towards an ever-expanding horizon 
of liberty and justice for all. 

Often with support and protection 
from the NAACP, countless brave citi-
zens of my district joined the great 
American struggle for civil rights. 
From slavery and segregation, through 
massive resistance and Bloody Monday 
marches, our area has passed through 
dark nights always to emerge at the 
dawn of a new era of equality. 

I thank the NAACP, its staff, and its 
members for remaining true to our Na-
tion’s highest ideals. As it embarks on 
its second century with new leadership 
and a renewed commitment to human 

rights, I congratulate the NAACP on 
this landmark year in its history and 
extend our deep appreciation for vic-
tories won and those that remain be-
fore us. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, we have no additional speakers at 
this time, and if the gentleman yields 
back the balance of his time, I will do 
the same. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to congratulate my good friend 
and fellow judge from Texas (Mr. 
GREEN) for introducing this legislation, 
an individual I’ve known for now over 
30 years and have been through a lot 
together back in the State of Texas 
and proud to see that he has introduced 
this legislation. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I, too, would like to commend Con-
gressman GREEN for his efforts in in-
troducing this legislation, and I look 
forward to its passage. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this 
historic year marks both the inauguration of 
this country’s first African-American president, 
Barack Obama, and the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People’s 
(N.A.A.C.P.) 100th anniversary. February 12, 
1909 was chosen as the founding date of the 
N.A.A.C.P. to commemorate President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s 100th birthday, with the hopes 
of realizing his vision of a unified nation over-
coming racial and ethnic hatred and discrimi-
nation. 

The following decades have seen the emer-
gence of new challenges along America’s jour-
ney towards equality. Yet the N.A.A.C.P. has 
persisted and has overcome these obstacles. 
It currently bears witness to numerous ad-
vancements that may have never taken place 
had it not been for the collective will of the 
many N.A.A.C.P. members who were willing to 
fight for what they believed was right. 

Without the N.A.A.C.P., it is hard to say 
where this country would be if it never fought 
for African-Americans to have increased ac-
cess to the ballot box. 

Without the N.A.A.C.P., it is hard to say 
where this country would be if it never fought 
against discrimination—from schooling to 
housing, and from marriage to employment. 
After all, the NAACP’s Legal department, 
headed by Charles Hamilton Houston and 
Thurgood Marshall, undertook a campaign 
spanning several decades to bring about the 
reversal of the ‘‘separate but equal’’ doctrine 
enshrined in the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Plessy v. Ferguson. 

Without the N.A.A.C.P., it is hard to say 
where this great country would be if it were 
not for the courageous men and women who 
risked their lives and livelihoods in order to 
promote the rights of everyone, regardless of 
the color of their skin. 

In fact, it is hard to imagine such an Amer-
ica without the N.A.A.C.P. My life and the life 
of this nation would be much different if it 
were not for the organization’s efforts to tear 
down the barriers of racial discrimination and 
hatred. The N.A.A.C.P.’s work, however, is not 
yet finished. If the last century is any indica-

tion though, as long as there is an N.A.A.C.P., 
all Americans will continue to have a powerful 
advocate for fairness, equality, and justice. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to support H. Con. Res 35 ‘‘Hon-
oring and praising the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People on the 
occasion of its 100th anniversary.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res 35 recognizes the 
100th anniversary of the historic founding of 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) and honors and 
praises the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People on the occasion 
of its anniversary for its work to ensure the po-
litical, educational, social, and economic 
equality of all persons. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H. Con. Res 35 because 
of the impact that the NAACP has had on me 
and other minorities across this great nation. 

First organized in 1905, the group came to 
be known as the Niagara Movement when it 
began meeting at hotel situated on the Cana-
dian side of the Niagara Falls. The group first 
met in Canada because the U.S. hotels were 
segregated. Under the leadership of Harvard 
scholar W.E.B. DuBois, the group later went 
on to become known as the National Negro 
Committee. It was not the date of the organi-
zation’s second conference in 1910 that it for-
mally adopted the name the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People. 

The mission of the association was clearly 
delineated in its charter: 

To promote equality of rights and to eradi-
cate caste or race prejudice among the citi-
zens of the United States; to advance the in-
terest of colored citizens; to secure for them 
impartial suffrage; and to increase their oppor-
tunities for securing justice in the courts, edu-
cation for the children, employment according 
to their ability and complete equality before 
law. 

Since its inception, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) has upheld its mission to fight social 
injustice and give a voice to the voiceless. The 
NAACP is among the largest and most promi-
nent mass-membership, civil rights organiza-
tions in America. 

Founded with a mandate to secure equal 
political, economic and social rights for African 
Americans, the NAACP has been in the fore-
front of every major civil rights struggle of the 
twentieth century. Using a combination of tac-
tics including legal challenges, demonstrations 
and economic boycotts, the NAACP played an 
important role in helping end segregation in 
the United States. 

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc., (NAACP LDF) a leading civil rights 
organization based in New York City, began 
as the legal wing of the NAACP under the 
leadership of Charles Hamilton Houston, a 
former professor at Howard University Law 
School. In 1938, Thurgood Marshall, Hous-
ton’s student and future Supreme Court jus-
tice, succeeded him as NAACP LDF counsel. 

Marshall further developed the strategies 
and goals of the legal department, establishing 
the Legal Defense Fund as an organization to-
tally independent of the NAACP. 

Among its most significant achievements 
was the NAACP LDF’s challenge to end seg-
regation in public schools. In the landmark Su-
preme Court case Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation (1954), the Justices unanimously ruled 
that separate educational facilities for black 
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